A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
semi-independent feudal rulers, was more compact and cen-
tralized, and could put larger sums of ready money into the
hands of its ruler, the King, in times of crisis.
The First Hostile Act of the Hundred Years War. In
October 1337 Edward had sent a letter to the Pope styling Philip
the "so-called" King of France. He followed this up on All
Saints' Day, November i, by formally repudiating his allegiance
to Philip, and we may date from that day the opening of the
Hundred Years War.
The term 'Hundred Years War* is misleading, for, though
the final hostilities in which the last garrisons of the King of
England were driven from northern French soil (save at Calais)
did not take place until more than a hundred years had passed,
there was nothing like a hundred years of continuous warfare.
There were only two main campaigns; one at the beginning of
the affair, at first a success for tiie Plantagenet, but followed by
the recovery of the French monarchy and its land; another,
almost a lifetime later, when brilliant success by the English
Plantagenet King of the day—Henry V—was followed shortly
after by yet another recovery of his lands by the King of France.
But it is true that during all this time, more than a hundred
years, there was a succession of hostile acts. Misery and im-
poverishment follow on raids and enemy marches through
French territory, so that the wars between the Plantagenet and
the Valois played their part in the breakdown of medieval civi-
lization—though that part was nothing like so important as the
crushing blow of the Black Death.
The policy of war in France was popular in England, especially
in the wool districts and in the eastern towns, which were closely
in touch with the Flemish cities. Edward sailed from the
Orwell for Antwerp on July 16, 1338, but his allies lagged, and
by the autumn of die next year he was back in England, having
effected nothing. In the next year again, 1340, Edward, having
now quartered the arms of France, won a great naval victory
during the summer at what was then the large harbour of
Skiys. It assured his communications for further raids across the
Channel, but was of no decisive effect. Fighting round Tournai
m 1341 and in Brittany in the two succeeding years came to
nothing; but in 1346 a new complexion was given to the war
by an unexpected and considerable victory at Cr6cy. /
The Campaign and Battle of Cr6cy.   This victory was
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